February 19, 2025
Members of the General Court,

The Massachusetts Teachers Association believes in the right of all students and teachers to feel
supported and included in our classrooms and unequivocally condemns antisemitism and
Islamophobia and all other forms of hatred and discrimination. We recognize that the conflict in the
Middle East is complex and nuanced with longstanding historical, political, economic and cultural
roots. We strive to help our members foster critical conversations and understanding with each
other and with their students as they wrestle with the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East.

The MTA Board of Directors decided to share some resources on this topic with MTA members,
understanding that there is no perfect set of resources on this highly contentious issue. We
recognize our responsibility to share materials with our members that are fair and balanced as
much as possible. We saw this resource page as fluid — with some links being removed, others
added, and still others given greater contextual information —and our goal was to share materials
that are balanced and factual, as well as a range of materials that could be useful in teaching.

The images displayed at the hearing are not posted on the MTA’s website, but rather on outside
websites, to which we linked. Among the many images on that outside website, were some that
many, including me, found objectionable.

We had already begun a review of those resources, and our staff will identify any links that
inadvertently have not lived up to our ethical standards and will be removed. We are in the process
of rectifying the situation by conducting a careful review of all the materials embedded in links on
our members-only website.

| would never want to have antisemitic materials on the MTA website. | would not promote
materials that direct hate at any group. We will remove any materials that do not further the cause
of promoting understanding. As an observant Jew, a former president of my synagogue, and a son
of a survivor of the Holocaust, for me to be accused of antisemitism is an appalling
mischaracterization of my entire life, and the work of the MTA.

So, we in the MTA have our own review to do. But | remain deeply disappointed that in my
conversations with the House co-chair prior to the February 10 hearing, | had been led to believe
that the commission hearing would provide the opportunity for a thoughtful discussion about how
to teach this very difficult conflict with our students. Instead, the co-chair used this hearing as an
opportunity to engage in political grandstanding that was disturbing to many, including other
legislators. This attack based on cherry-picked items — as problematic as they are —did not
advance the work of the commission.

Attached are the statements made by me and a Lexington teacher, Jessica Antoline, which deserve
to be read so you understand where | come from and what | believe, and how a skilled and

experienced teacher has thought about teaching at this moment.

Sincerely,



Hew Vige_

Max Page
President
Massachusetts Teachers Association
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