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GENERAL INFORMATION
The MTA Summer Conference offers you the flexibility to tailor your learning 
experience to your own preferences and needs. Programs on all aspects 
union skills and leadership development are offered. You’ll also find 
workshops on professional issues as well as classroom practice. Choose 
from a wide variety of individual professional development workshops, or 
earn 15 PDPs in English Language Learners or Special Education in one of 
our 2-day sessions. 

There are single-session workshops, which run for 3 hours during the day 
and 1.5 hours in the evening. There are also tracks and workshops that run 
through several days of the conference. Selection of one or more of these 
means a full commitment to the times listed. You may register for one day, 
the whole conference or anything in between.  

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
All MTA members are eligible and warmly encouraged to attend the Summer 
Conference. Members seeking to enhance their knowledge of content areas 
or classroom techniques will be delighted with the abundance of programs 
on these subjects. New and seasoned local leaders will find essential 
workshops to prepare them for their roles, to hone their union skills and 
learn how their local can develop its full capacity.

UMASS AMHERST
The 2019 MTA Summer Conference will be held at the University of  
Massachusetts, Amherst. UMass Amherst sits on nearly 1,450 acres in  
the scenic Pioneer Valley of Western Massachusetts, 90 miles from Boston. 
The campus provides a rich cultural environment in a rural setting close to 
major urban centers.

UMass invites you to explore the Amherst area, learn about its history 
and traditions and discover its attractions. From restaurants to shops to 
museums, there is plenty to see and do.

PLEASE NOTE: The use of tobacco, including e-cigarettes, is prohibited in 
all buildings, on all University grounds and in any outdoor area controlled 
by the University. This includes all University land, parking lots and parking 
ramps, athletic fields, tennis courts and recreational areas.

ACCOMMODATIONS & DINING
Participants wishing to stay on campus will be in the North Residence Halls, 
located on Eastman Lane in Amherst, MA 01003. 

Franklin Dining Commons will be open from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. throughout the 
conference and will accommodate all participants who have purchased a 
meal plan. 

Detailed arrival information, including specific dormitory hall assignments, 
will be sent to all registered participants as the conference approaches. To 
view detailed campus maps, visit: www.umass.edu/visitorsctr/campusmaps. 

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING

NORTH RESIDENCE HALLS
These new air-conditioned suites are located within a 10-minute  
walk of conference activities and the Franklin Dining Commons. Each 
apartment-style suite consists of four single-occupancy bedrooms, two 
full bathrooms, a common area and a kitchen. Each lockable bedroom 
is furnished with a twin bed, desk, chair and dresser. Each guest will be 
provided with a linen pack consisting of two flat sheets, a pillow and a case, 
two towels and a thin blanket. The kitchen has a full-sized refrigerator, 
microwave, stovetop and oven. If you are interested in preparing some of 
your meals in the suite, you should bring your own supplies. Glasses, cups, 
silverware, cookware and plates are not provided. Toiletries  
(including hand soap) are not included. To take a virtual tour of the  
North Apartments courtesy of UMass Residential Life please visit  
http://www.umass.edu/living/residence/north. 

Participants will be placed in a single-sex apartment with other MTA 
Summer Conference participants (unless otherwise requested). All 
suitemate, accessibility and/or accommodation requests should be 
submitted during the online UMass registration process. 

SUITEMATE REQUESTS
Individuals or groups who wish to share the same North Residence Hall 
suite must enter their roommate/suitemate requests on the UMass online 
registration page. (There will be a clearly labeled box on the registration 
page for this purpose.) The UMass Conference Registration staff makes 
every attempt to accommodate all roommate and suitemate requests, but 
there are no guarantees. Priority is given to early registrants. If no selection 
is made, you will be randomly assigned to a suite with other attendees of 
the same gender.

ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS
Special medical requirements and/or handicap access will be honored on an 
as-received basis. Due to space limitations, the University cannot guarantee 
the accommodation of all special requests but will make all attempts to do so. 

Some of the available dorms may not have elevators, so be sure to make 
note of all accessibility needs when you register. You will be contacted 
in the event that UMass cannot honor your accessibility needs or 
accommodate requests. 

For specific handicap-access or other disability needs (i.e. visual, audio) 
information on dorms, suites or classrooms, please contact the UMass 
Conference Registration staff at 413-577-8102 or registration@umass.edu. 

KEYS/ACCESS CARDS DEPOSIT
At check-in, each guest will be provided with an access card for their 
assigned dormitory building and a room key for their individual bedroom. 
Access cards and keys must be returned in their original condition at 
check-out to the Summer Conference Housing desk clerk. Participants 
will be charged $20 for a lost/damaged access card and $60 for a lost/
damaged key. Keys/Cards cannot be mailed in after you leave.
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ON-CAMPUS DINING
The university’s award-winning dining services offers a variety of 
healthy and flavorful meals catering to many dietary restrictions. Meals 
feature local, regional and world cuisine served in a sustainable and 
environmentally-conscious manner. (See www.umassdining.com for more 
information.) Participants should select and pay for a meal plan when they 
register for the conference with UMass. 

FRANKLIN DINING COMMONS
Served all-you-care-to-eat style, breakfast, lunch and dinner will be 
available each day from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. Meal options often include sushi, 
a salad bar, pho noodles, pizza, deli sandwiches, stir fry, a pasta bar and a 
range of desserts and ice cream. Vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options 
are available. 

Summer Conference participants may purchase a meal plan that covers 
three meals for each night they are staying on campus or each day they 
plan to commute. The meal plan may only be used in the Franklin Dining 
Commons. Participants may also purchase meals with cash or credit card. 

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
Participants with dietary restrictions or allergies should detail all dietary 
related needs during registration. The Registration staff will communicate 
all needs to the Dining Commons/Catering staff and will contact you in the 
event that we cannot accommodate your restriction. 

ON-CAMPUS PARKING
ON-CAMPUS participants staying in the dormitories will be provided with 
a complimentary parking pass to Lot 44, located adjacent to the North 
Residential Complex, at check-in to their dormitory. The Lot 44 parking pass 
must be filled out completely and displayed on your dashboard at all times 
throughout the program to avoid potential ticketing and/or towing. 

COMMUTERS driving daily to the campus may park in Lot 44 if spots are 
available. Otherwise parking is available for $6.50/day at the Campus 
Center garage.

Participants with a state-issued handicapped parking permit may park in 
any available handicapped parking lot during the program. An interactive 
handicap parking map of campus and other related information can be 
found here: www.umass.edu/transportation/reserved-accessible-parking. 

OFF-CAMPUS ACCOMMODATIONS 
Conference participants may also choose to stay off-campus in one of the 
area’s many hotels. If you choose to stay off-campus, you are responsible 
for making your own arrangements. You should register for the conference 
as a commuter (with or without campus meals). 

AREA ATTRACTIONS AND DINING
Amherst is known for its rural charm and big city appeal. Located just a 
short drive from campus, downtown Amherst is a convenient and popular 
destination. To learn more visit www.amherstarea.com. 

Downtown Amherst boasts a wide variety of restaurants and pubs, from 
gourmet dining to coffee houses to homemade ice cream and bagels. See 
www.amherstdowntown.com/business/food-and-drink for a complete listing. 

The nearby city of Northampton is a blend of historic, contemporary, 
intellectual, artsy, athletic and entrepreneurial. To learn more visit  
www.explorenorthampton.com.

EARNING CREDITS
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS
Certificates of Participation will be issued for all participants and can  
be used to apply workshops towards Professional Development Points 
(PDPs) requirements. 

Educators with a Professional License must earn at least 150 PDPs in every 
five-year renewal cycle, split among the following categories:

Content for each License (15 PDPs)

Pedagogy for each License (15 PDPs)

ESL/SEI (15 PDPs)

Special Education (15 PDPs)

Elective (90 PDPs) 

If you are unsure of your needs for relicensure, please consider attending 
a workshop on Professional Licensure. This workshop is available Monday 
and Tuesday from 7:30 – 9 p.m. For additional information and an electronic 
copy of the Individual Professional Development Plan (IPDP) folder, visit 
massteacher.org/licensure.

PDP PROCESS
After completion of an affidavit of attendance, the Division of Training  
& Professional Learning will issue you a certificate in the Fall of 2019  
that will list the workshops you attended with contact hours. You will then 
be able to apply these contact hours towards PDPs in the appropriate 
categories for your license(s) or towards contractual provisions related  
to professional development. 

FSU GRADUATE CREDIT OPTION
As an MTA Summer Conference participant, you can earn one or two 
graduate credits for your participation in the conference through 
arrangements made by the MTA Division of Training and Professional 
Learning with the Fitchburg State University Center for Professional  
Studies and the Fitchburg State University Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education.
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To receive credit, you must:

Register with the MTA for the Summer Conference.

Register with Fitchburg State University for this credit option. For 
registration details go to www.fitchburgstate.edu/cps or email Fitchburg 
State directly at cps@fitchburgstate.edu. The cost for the one graduate 
credit option is $210. The cost for the two graduate credit option is 
$255. Check or credit card payment must be made directly to Fitchburg 
State University at the time of registration. The deadline to register for 
graduate credit is August 2, 2019.

Register with the MTA to attend an on-campus orientation session  
with a professor, at the available times: Monday at 8 a.m. or Tuesday 
at 8 a.m. When registering for the MTA Conference, select SCM01 or 
SCT01 to add the orientation to your schedule.

Participate fully in the conference. To earn two credits, you must  
attend the entire conference for 25 hours of programming, which 
includes 3 hours of programming on Sunday, 8.5 hours of programming 
on Monday and Tuesday (including the keynote and evening programs), 
and 6 hours of programming on Wednesday. To earn one credit, you 
must attend at least 12.5 hours of programming.

Complete all required assignments as outlined in the Fitchburg State 
syllabus. The course instructor will be in touch with you prior to your 
attendance at the conference. 

REGISTRATION
Registration for workshops & housing is on a first-come,  
first-served basis. 

The deadline for registration is Friday, July 19. After July 19, a late  
fee will apply.

 Register online at massteacher.org/summer for fastest registration  
of your workshop and housing preferences.

REGISTRATION PROCESS
 Online registration and payment for workshops & housing are available. 
There is a 2-STEP registration process.  
Visit www.massteacher.org/summer to start the process.

STEP 1: Register with the MTA for workshops.

STEP 2: Register with UMass for housing/commuting,  
meals & payment.

You will receive SEPARATE email confirmations:

ONE from events@massteacher.org confirming workshop registration.
ANOTHER from notifications@irisregistration.com confirming housing/

commuting, meals and payment.

If you do not receive these SEPARATE email confirmations, please contact 
Jessica Parlon – jparlon@massteacher.org.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO REGISTER ONLINE
Please call MTA’s Division of Training and Professional Learning at  
617-878-8150.

PAYMENT
Make checks payable to UMass Conference Services. Credit cards will also 
be accepted by UMass Amherst for conference registration.

Individuals who indicate they are being funded by their locals must prepay 
by credit card or check and obtain reimbursement directly from their locals. 
On-site walk-ins must pay in full at registration.

CONFERENCE FEES & FUNDING
 The housing and conference fee includes a single room with linens, three 
cafeteria-style meals a day, all conference materials and workshops,  
and access to most of the receptions and events. The MTA subsidizes  
a significant portion of the conference costs for its members. 

DORM & CONFERENCE FEE 
Registration BEFORE July 19

DORM & CONFERENCE FEE 
Registration AFTER July 19

1 Night / 3 Meals $130 1 Night / 3 Meals $170

2 Nights / 6 Meals $260 2 Nights / 6 Meals $300

3 Nights / 9 Meals $390 3 Nights / 9 Meals $430

OFF-CAMPUS COMMUTER  
Registration BEFORE July 19

OFF-CAMPUS COMMUTER 
Registration AFTER July 19

1 Day / 3 Meals $90 1 Day / 3 Meals $110

2 Days / 6 Meals $180 2 Days / 6 Meals $200

3 Days / 9 Meals $270 3 Days / 9 Meals $290

OFF-CAMPUS COMMUTER
NO Meals 

Registration BEFORE July 19

OFF-CAMPUS COMMUTER 
NO Meals

Registration AFTER July 19

1 Day / NO Meals $50 1 Day / NO Meals $70

2 Days / NO Meals $100 2 Days / NO Meals $120

3 Days / NO Meals $150 3 Days / NO Meals $170

REFUND POLICY
If you must cancel in advance of the conference, you (or your local 
association) will receive a full refund minus an administration fee of $60 
if written notice is received by UMass Amherst prior to July 25.

Local associations that have no-shows, individuals who are no-shows, 
or people who cancel after July 25 or during the conference, will not be 
refunded. No-shows who have registered for meals only will be charged 
for one day ($90).
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FUNDING TIPS
 Some members use their own funds to attend the MTA Summer Conference. 
Others may be sent by their local associations and receive full or partial 
subsidies from their locals. Some are recipients of MTA grants/scholarships 
that provide full or partial support for those who qualify. Still others may 
receive full or partial support from their school districts – especially those 
who are coming for the PDP-eligible offerings. Whatever your situation, here 
are some funding tips:

Start by checking with your local association president to find out if 
there is a possibility for local support. Individuals who indicate they are 
being funded by their locals must prepay by credit card or check and 
obtain reimbursement directly from their locals.

 If your local association is unable to support your registration fees,  
check with your superintendent of schools, especially if you are  
planning to attend those portions of the conference that grant  
PDPs. Some superintendents and principals will support educators’ 
attendance as a part of their school district’s obligation to provide 
professional development.

“NAMING THE MOMENT, EDUCATION FOR ACTION” 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Collective conversations can lead to powerful action. The Naming the 
Moment: Education for Action workshop series will provide MTA members 
with the opportunity to come together to discuss and plan action on the 
issues that are most important to them—issues that impact their work, 
students, communities and public education. Workshop participants will 
decide which issues to explore—and topics could range from local working 
conditions to statewide policy matters.

These discussions will be guided by a Popular Education process Naming 
the Moment, a participatory method of identifying and analyzing issues 
in order to decide how to act collectively on them. This tool emphasizes 
the critical link between analysis and action. Neither analysis for its own 
sake nor action without analysis are effective in achieving lasting change. 
Session participants will leave equipped to use the Naming the Moment 
guide back in their locals so they can facilitate conversations, education and 
action around the issues that matter most to them and their coworkers.

“NAMING THE MOMENT: EDUCATION FOR ACTION”  
REQUIRED SESSIONS:

Workshop 1: Naming the Moment: Conversations on Critical Issues 
Sunday 3:00 p.m. 

Workshop 2: Naming the Moment: Education for Action 
Monday 1:30 p.m.

Workshop 3: Participant Choice 
Participants will choose from various Summer Conference workshops 
designated with a tree symbol in the Summer Conference guide. These 
workshops highlight critical issues and pivotal moments for educators, 
public education and our union today.

If you register and attend all three of the “Naming the Moment, 
Education for Action” workshops listed above, you will qualify for a 
scholarship which covers fees, room and board for the duration of Summer 
Conference. You may then complete your conference schedule with 
any other workshops—union skills or professional development. These 
scholarships are limited, so early registration is advised. 

For questions on how to register for this scholarship, please contact 
Jessica Parlon at jparlon@massteacher.org.

GRANT FUNDED TRACKS
A limited number of grants (funded by the MTA to cover the cost of 
attending the conference) are available to members who meet qualifying 
criteria. Some of these tracks require an application. In all cases, early 
registration is strongly recommended. Grant recipients will be expected to 
attend all sessions of the track in which they register. Grant and scholarship 
recipients who do not attend their program as outlined will be billed for 
conference fee, room and board.

NEW MEMBER PROGRAM
Members in their first five years of practice. Visit massteacher.org/
newmembers for a link to an online application. The first 40 applicants 
accepted attend for free.

For more information: Erin Tracy, 617-878-8501, etracy@massteacher.org.

NEW PRESIDENTS TRACK
New this year. This grant-funded track combines the previous New 
Presidents’ Leadership Academy and New Presidents II and is open  
to all presidents in their first 5 years of office. It will cover topics of  
interest to all new presidents and will include break-out sessions  
that are tailored to participants’ experience levels, needs and prior  
training experience. For more information, contact Courtney Derwinski, 
617-878-8152, cderwinski@massteacher.org.

NEXT GENERATION LEADERS
Active members (not retired) who have NOT served in elected union office 
for more than three years and are motivated by an impulse to help build 
strong, capable, active local associations. Visit massteacher.org/summer 
for a link to an online application.

For more information: Inez Williams-Gaye, 617-878-8151,  
iwilliams-gaye@massteacher.org.

CONFERENCE CONTACTS
 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION & GENERAL INFORMATION:

MTA Training & Professional Learning Division 
617.878.8150 events@massteacher.org

 CONFERENCE HOUSING, MEALS & PAYMENT:
UMass Amherst Conference Services 

413.577.8102 registration@umass.edu

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT:
MTA Training & Professional Learning Division 
 Courtney Derwinski 617.878.8152 cderwinski@massteacher.org

LOGISTICS MANAGEMENT:
MTA Training & Professional Learning Division 
Jessica Hiemenz 617.878.8220 jhiemenz@massteacher.org

 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS:
MTA Training & Professional Learning Division 
Dan Callahan 617.878.8234 dcallahan@massteacher.org

TRACKS AND UNION SKILLS & LEADERSHIP
MTA Training & Professional Learning Division 
Courtney Derwinski 617.878.8152 cderwinski@massteacher.org
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PLANNING WORKSHEET
ONLINE REGISTRATION – QUICK, GREEN AND EASY!
Visit www.massteacher.org/summer for registration.

Use this planning worksheet to help plan your conference workshop 
attendance then complete your registration at:

www.massteacher.org/summer

PLANNING YOUR WORKSHOPS
Refer to the workshop listings in this guide. Write the workshop NUMBER 
for your 1st and 2nd choices for each time period. Avoid overlapping! 
(ONLINE you wil be able to see instantly if a session is full or conflicts with 
something else on your agenda.)

EXAMPLE

MONDAY, AUGUST 5 #1 #2

9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

Times vary

MONDAY, AUGUST 5 #1 #2

9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

7:30 – 9 p.m.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 #1 #2

9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

7:30 – 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 #1 #2

9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

AWSSM3-1

CLM03

PDM01

PDM12

USLM11PDM09
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Sunday, August 4________________

Lunch with Emily Dickinson, 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Summer Conference Kickoff Dinner, 6:00 p.m. –
7:30 p.m.

UMass Amherst History and Architecture Tour
with Professor Max Page, 7:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

Opening Social 8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Monday, August 5_______________
Morning Yoga, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

Exhibitors at the Franklin Dining Commons,
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Opening Session –Welcome to Summer
Conference! 4:45 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Start a Reading Group in your Local “Red State
Revolt: The Teachers’ Strike Wave andWorking
Class Politics”with author Eric Blanc, 7:30 – 9 p.m

EMAC Rap, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Evening with EMAC Dance, 9:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

Tuesday, August 6__________________

Morning Yoga, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

UMASS Amherst History and Architecture Tour
with Professor Max Page, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.



Tuesday, August 6 (continued)______

38th Annual FSO Lawn Party, 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Diverse Hours, 6:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m.

#ArtContinuesWine & Painting, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00
p.m.

MTA & Labor Trivia Night, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Political Dessert, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Summer Conference Bash, 9:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

Wednesday, August 7____________

Higher Education Day

Morning Yoga, 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.















































Naming the Moment: Education for Action































































































































MAKE YOUR PLANS & PASS THIS ON!

2 HERITAGE DRIVE, 8TH FLOOR | QUINCY, MA 02171-2119 
800.392.6175 | 617.878.8000

www.massteacher.org

An electronic version of this guide is available at www.massteacher.org/summer




